birth, despite his jaundice and fever he was 8 Ibs. He is
now a Boy of percocious intelligence but of delicate health
in his high school classes.

A patient at the other end of the scale was a laGy
aged 95. I have been a friend of her family for well over
40 years and almost as much attached to her as to her
own progeny. I have had occasions to pull her through
various serious illnesses the last being an apparent heart
attack a few years ago. One day, she complained to me
that she had pain in the right side of her abdomen and
absolute constipation for the last two or three days. I
ordered a glycerine enema and mild laxatives such as
milk of magnesia and liquid paraffin with no result what-
ever. There was no evidence that even a pellet or gas
was passing. When there was no result even with
increased doses of these laxatives and the pain was per-
sistently bad, a surgeon friend was called in to investigate.
After sigmoidascopy, he suspected an obstruction. Consi-
dering the age of 'the patient, he decided upon conserva-
tive measures, hoping for the best, although the patient in
her suffering asked the surgeon " to cut her and take out
the faeces". She had sigmoidascopy and introduction of
olive oil through it three or four times, but nothing hap-
pened. She suffered like this for nearly a fortnight with-
out any motion. One day the surgeon actually toyed with
the idea of surgical interference. Considering that the
result of such an interference, even if she survived it, was
her suffering for a few more days or months with a wret-
ched colostomy wound, the sons were not agreeable to
such a proceeding. Then I put it to the surgeon that I
would treat her medically with fractional doses of calomel
and take the consequences which could not be much worse
than surgical interference. He agreed with me. I then gave
the patient half-a-litre of glucose saline to withstand any un-
toward consequences of my treatment and started adminis-
tering Jth grain of calomel every one hour. After a day
of this treatment, she was given a glycerine enema. After
this she had passed a little gas for the first time after nearly
15 days and a few hours later a pellet of faeces. We heaved
a sigh of relief that we Had not after all produced a rupture
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